
*Agenda:  

1.  Review Visual Metaphors


2.  Use computers to hunt for visual images

3.  journal (project sketches)


*Today’s Goal: 

1.  Learn about visual metaphors

2. Hunt for images that you can use for 

your project.

3. Start your virtual sketches


Drawing & 
Painting



What is a metaphor?



What is a metaphor?
met·a·phor noun \ˈme-tə-ˌfȯr also -fər\

: a word or phrase for one thing that is used to refer to another thing in 
order to show or suggest that they are similar

: an object, activity, or idea that is used as a symbol of something else

Examples:  Examples of METAPHOR


1.“He was drowning in paperwork” 
is a metaphor in which having to 
deal with a lot of paperwork is 
being compared to drowning in an 
ocean of water.



What is a visual 
metaphor?



What is a visual 
metaphor?

A visual metaphor is an image used in the place of or in 
conjunction with another image to suggest an analogy 
between the images or make a statement with them.  

The concept of metaphor can be used with visual terms. 
For example, a visual metaphor composed of a clock 
enclosed within the dollar sign can express? 

clock + money =



What is a visual 
metaphor?

“A visual metaphor is an image used in the place of or in 
conjunction with another image to suggest an analogy 
between the images or make a statement with them.”  

“The concept of metaphor can be used with visual terms. 
For example, a visual metaphor composed of a clock 

enclosed within the dollar sign can express visually 
the verbal metaphor time is money.”



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



In between

the lines



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



A visual 
metaphor 
for life = 
Stay 
rooted  
but flexible 
at the 
same time



Visual Metaphor

What is this about?





Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



This visual metaphor is to show that the purple, 
eggplant color of the pencil is very close to the color 
of the vegetable. Perhaps even as bright and vibrant 
as the actual skin of the vegetable.



Visual Metaphor

What is this about?



“Jumping off 

the page”



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



“I can light up your life”


Meaning:  I can add joy and happiness

to your life



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



Visual Metaphor

What is this about?



  Invites 
us to look 

at how 
crowded 
living in 
New York 

can be.


Living 
in a 

box...



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



The health bar on a cigarette means that 
smokers keep smoking will slowly harm their 
lungs then take their lives. Therefore, the 
picture encourage people to give up smoking 
before it is too late.



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?





Visual Metaphor

What is this about?



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



My Heart Melts For you



Visual metaphor for?



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



What is this advertising?



Butter made with sea

salt



Visual Metaphor


What is this about?





Visual Metaphor


What is this about?



Textbook Erosion



Make sure you do 
not give


away the visual 
metaphor in the 

title!  Allow people 
to figure it out 



Lets hunt for some images...

Check out computers and work on 

your virtual sketches


You will need at least 2 virtual 
sketches before starting the 

project.  Then you will draw or 
paint your best virtual sketch on 
large drawing paper or canvas.  
Talk to me about the types of 

media that can be used.


