
Rubric/Instructions for Visual Metaphor Drawing Project.    State Standard: 
Communication and Expression Through Original Works of Art 2.5 Use innovative visual 
metaphors in creating works of art.

Met·a·phor  noun \ˈme-tə-ˌfȯr also -fər\:  a  word  or 
phrase for one thing that is used to refer to another thing in order to 
show or suggest that they are similar  : an object, activity, or idea that is used as a symbol of something 
else.What is a visual metaphor?  “A visual metaphor is an image used in the place of or in conjunction 
with another image to suggest an analogy between the images or make a statement with them.”  “The 
concept of metaphor can be used with visual terms. For example, a visual metaphor composed of a clock 
enclosed within the dollar sign can express visually the verbal metaphor time is money.”

Example:   “Train of Thought”

Example:  “Eyes like an eagle”

Your Goal:

1.  You are going to create a visual 
metaphor drawing that relates to your 
theme.  
2.  Make sure your art is original.
3. Make 2 virtual rough draft sketches 

before you start the project.  You will use 
these sketches to help you with your 
drawing.  

4. Your drawing will be on large 12x18 
paper.

5. Try not to make your visual metaphor 
overly obvious.  

5.  Use good craftsmanship and be 
creative.

6. Pick a creative title that goes with your 
theme.  

7.  You must use at least two or three 
images and blend them together to make 
your visual metaphor.  You can use more 
images if you like.

Rubric:   Project Worth 40 Points and Two virtual sketches worth 10 points.
Virtual sketches.  To get all 10 points on the virtual sketches: 
0_10 Points.  The virtual sketches can be done with “masking” on mac “pages” or another paint program like 
photoshop. Upload your two virtual sketches to google classroom.  Make sure you have at least two rough draft 
virtual sketches.

Project.  To get all 40 points on the project:
0_10 points.  The art is complete and is made with care and consideration.  You have used large 12 x 18 
drawing paper.
0_10 points  Originality. Your art has a innovative visual metaphor.  The artist has not copied exclusively 
and has come up with a creative and innovative visual metaphor (the blending of multiple images or 
ideas) that has never been done before (not copied). 
0__10 points  Details:  Has included many details that relate to the visual metaphor and have added 
shading and/or color to the art to make it look finished.
0_10 points:  Title- Has a creative title that fits with the art and relates to your theme.


